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When we hear the word “patriarch,” our minds go to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—the 

founding fathers of the covenant. They were the recipients of promises, the builders of 

altars, the wanderers of the land. They mark the beginning of Israel’s story—the iconic 

moments where we see YHWH’s merciful condescension to call a people for His name. 

But as Deuteronomy comes to a close, another figure quietly takes his place among the 

patriarchs—and in many ways, above them.

Moses, in Deuteronomy 33–34, is portrayed not only as Israel’s prophet and 

lawgiver, but as the culmination of the patriarchal line. He dies outside the land, like they 

did. He surveys Canaan, like Abraham did. He blesses the tribes, like Jacob did. But 

unlike his forefathers, Moses leaves behind something more enduring than offspring or 

oral blessing—he leaves behind the written Word.

A Word About Rhetoric

It’s important to understand a little about rhetorical analysis in order to see how I reach 

many of my conclusions. By paying attention to the structure, flow, and tone of Moses’ 

final words, we begin to see that Deuteronomy isn’t just history—it’s persuasion. Moses 

isn’t simply recording facts; he’s shaping the heart of a people. He blesses, warns, and 

remembers in a way that calls Israel to attention. Rhetoric reminds us that Scripture 

doesn’t just inform—it forms. It’s a speech meant to live on in the soul of the nation and, 

for us, the reader. Now, on to Moses as the final patriarch.

1. He Blesses Like a Patriarch

Deuteronomy 33 is a deliberate echo of Genesis 49. Just as Jacob gathered his sons and 

spoke final words over them, so Moses blesses the tribes before his death. But this isn’t 



just about repetition—it’s about fulfillment. Moses doesn’t merely look forward to what 

God might do—he stands on the precipice of it. He knows which tribes will dwell 

where. He speaks with a prophetic clarity which is supported by covenantal weight—

the promised land is in view, Israel has already won countless wars—this is different 

than everything that occurred before.

Additionally, Israel has grown numerically. Whereas Jacob’s sons were 

individuals, Moses speaks to a nation. In short, the patriarchal seed has grown, and 

Moses blesses it—not with biological hope, but with covenantal direction.

2. He Dies Like a Patriarch, but Sees What They Couldn’t

Like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses dies outside the promised land. But there is a 

key difference: Moses sees it.

“This is the land that I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob… I have let you 

see it with your eyes, but you shall not go over there.” (Deut 34:4)

In a poignant sense, Moses becomes the final representative of that earlier generation of 

promise. He embodies their longings—but sees their destination as attainable. He 

represents their faith, but also its near-fulfillment. 

3. He Leaves Behind Scripture

But here’s where the shift happens: while the patriarchs left behind a family. Moses 

leaves behind a scroll. In Deuteronomy 31, he writes down the law and gives it to the 

priests and elders. He charges them to read it aloud every seven years, so that future 

generations would not forget. It’s a stunning transition:

• The covenant is no longer just carried in bloodlines—it is carried in words.

• The inheritance is no longer tribal land—it is divine instruction.

• The father is no longer a tent-dwelling patriarch—it is the scroll of YHWH.



Moses becomes the last patriarch by fulfilling and then transcending the role. He hands 

the people not his body, but the Book—a mobile covenantal witness that will go where 

he cannot.

4. From Bones to Scrolls: A Theological Turn

Joseph made the people carry his bones into the land. But Moses’ body is buried by 

God, in an unknown grave. Instead, it’s the Word that crosses over. This marks a 

decisive theological moment: God’s presence is now tethered not to a person, but to His 

written Word. And this has profound implications:

• The people will no longer gather around a patriarch—they’ll gather around the 

reading of the covenant (Deut 31:11).

• They will not follow the footsteps of Moses—they will follow the instructions he left 

behind.

• Leadership will continue, but it will be subject to the Book.

Moses is the final patriarch because he ends the era of charismatic inheritance and 

begins the era of covenantal canon.

5. Scripture That Moves

The beauty of Deuteronomy is that it hands us a vision of Scripture as mobile.

It travels. It speaks. It forms a people. Moses may be gone, but his words are living. And 

they walk into the land with the people—folded between leather covers, read at feasts, 

memorized in families, written on doorposts. And eventually, those words will take on 

flesh.

The Christ Connection

Now, let’s connect this to Christ. Jesus tells the Pharisees in John 8:58, “Before Jesus was, 

I AM.” This wording ties Jesus to the patriarchs (as well as Jesus being the Son of Man 



on whom the angels ascends and descend—a Jacob link). But he is more than just 

another patriarch, He is greater than Abraham. But he’s also the great Moses. And 

where Moses leaves behind words, Jesus IS the WORD made flesh—and intensification 

of YHWH’s presence with his people. Israel shifts from and imperfect Moses who 

cannot follow them, to an inerrant text that they carry with them, to the Word that 

dwells in them. 
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This reflection grows out of my current doctoral work on Deuteronomy, covenant 

formation, and canon theology. If you want to follow these ideas as they develop—from 

the academic trenches to the local church—subscribe or explore the growing archive of 

“Behind the Dissertation.”


